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"The seamless blending of dance, martial arts and lion dance has created a distinctive

dance idiom characteristic of South China."
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Awakening Lion
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The story is set in 1840 when the warships of the Western
powers blockaded the Pearl River estuary, and the First
Opium War broke out. An irregular force made up of
Chinese militia and citizens fight against the British in the
Sanyuanli village on the outskirts of Canton (now
Guangzhou). The story reflects the spiritual awakening,
courage to fight and the national spirit of the people in
Guangdong during the time. Such a social climate is likened
to “a lion awakening”, and this theme runs throughout the
programme as the storyline traces the coming of age of
ordinary folks driven by patriotism. It is also a rich tapestry
displaying with insight humanism, family relationships,
friendship, love, and the dilemma between the family and
the state in the southern part of Guangdong.

In terms of artistic style, Awakening Lion shows strong
characteristics of South China and indigenous features of
Old Canton. By integrating innovative elements and
multimedia technology, the staging exudes both modern
appeal and visual impact. In terms of choreography, the
blending of Chinese dance and traditional lion dance is a
bold, innovative concept. With "awakening" as its spirit and
"lion" as its form, the programme incorporates various
southern Guangdong intangible cultural heritage elements
such as lion dance, Nanquan (Southern Style Boxing),
wooden fish songs, Yingge dance, and big head buddha,
among others, drawing on their forms and shaping their
essence to fully realize the "creative transformation and
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innovative inheritance" of outstanding traditional culture.
It won the 11th 'China Dance Lotus Award', recognising
the highest achievement for professional dance in
the Mainland.
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Guangzhou Song and Dance Theatre
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Founded in 1965, the Guangzhou Song and Dance Theatre
(formerly known as Guangzhou University Song and Dance
Troupe) is praised as a “bouquet of flowers of the
Guangzhou City” by the Guangming Daily, a national daily
newspaper. The Theatre has, by upholding the development
philosophy of "repertoire as basics, talent as drive, and
market as booster", attracted a lot of artistic talent and
created a large number of excellent works, thus receiving
attention and praise from all walks of life.

Its masterpieces include: Dance Drama Awakening Lion,
Loong, Yingge and Xinghai - Yellow River; Dance Epic
Guangzhou in the Old Days, etc. It has won numerous top
awards, including the National ‘Five One Project’ Award,
Wenhua Award, China Theatre Awards for Outstanding
Play, first prize at the National Showcase for Excellent
Plays and China Dance Lotus Awards, etc.
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Pre-performance Talk
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The running time of each performance is approximately
2 hours including an intermission of 15 minutes.
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Artistic Director/Chief Director

B4 % Chief Co-ordinator
H4*E Chief Choreographers
#i % Playwright

{E#I Composer

#3345l Set Designer
X35 Lighting Designer
#5525t Costume Designer
Z st Multimedia Designer
WRIEEL Make Up Designers
WEN 45 %5 Lion Dance Director
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Martial Arts Director/ Ma Xiaobin

Lion Dance Director
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Dance Workshop

24.10.2024
W Thu | 7:30pm - 9pm

B OTBORME 4 4 1 SRk &
ACl1, Level 4, Administration Building,
Hong Kong Cultural Centre

25.10.2024

1. Fri | 7:30pm - 8:30pm | $200
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Podium Workshop,
Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Backstage Tour
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From lion dance to “Awakening
Lion” — A sharing on innovation and
integration of intangible cultural
heritage elements in the creation of

dance drama
ii# Speakers:

Chief choreographers and main cast

R In Putonghua
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Free admission. Limited seats available on a first

come, first served basis. Online registration is
required, please refer to the website for details.
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Participants will learn selected
dance segments from cast members
gaining firsthand experience of
dance and martial arts elements of
the performance.
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Suitable for those aged 16 or above with some
dance experience
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Please dress casually and wear dancing shoes
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Tickets NOW available at URBTIX
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Enjoy an exclusive pre-performance
visit on stage and backstage to see
the props and sets and experience
the South China spirit with the
“awakened lion”.
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Free admission for ticket holders of the
performance of Awakening Lion by online
registration from 10 am on 27 August on a first
come, first served basis. For details, please refer
to the website.
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A New Production Not to Be Missed i
Featuring the Dream Team of Plum Blossom Award Winners f
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Guangzhou Cantonese Opera Theatre Company

A New Cantonese Opera
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A Guangzhou Culture Week event

Chen

Kaiming Yunhong

22'23. 10.2024 (-2 = Tue-Wed) 7:30pm

B K€L Z2EE  Auditorium, Sha Tin Town Hall
$420 $340 $260 $180

G ~ B2 YIRS R L FHE © Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles.

Junsheng

[EM{LA ] SPEN
Co-presenter of
Guangzhou Culture Week

BT X EEHRER
Guangzhou Municipal Culture,
Radio, Television and Tourism Bureau

RERICEHZ
Leisure and Cultural
Services Department

e

<

-

#i B Playwrights
2% 1] % Jiang Chaogao
ik 1A Zhang Hong

#4435 i Director
¥ % % Tong Weiwei

BERAEE X E
GUANGDONG-HONG KONG-MACAO
GREATER BAY AREA

CULTURE AND ARTS FESTIVAL
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Born into an aristocratic family, Li Xueyan is designated Princess Wencheng and sent to marry in the distant land of
Tufan or Great Tibet at the prime of her life. Though torn by internal turmoil, she accepts her fate and sets off without
qualms, regarding it her duty to serve her country. On her way, she has an accident by a cliff, but is saved by Songtsen
Gampo, who has come to welcome his bride. It is a match made in heaven, as he is a bold and handsome hero from the
snowy highlands, while she is an extraordinarily talented and beautiful princess of the
Tang dynasty. It is love at first sight, and they pledge to love each other and spend the
rest of their life together, thus laying the foundation for a solid relationship between
Tang and Tibet.

During this time, despite facing severe challenges, Princess Wencheng overcame
them all with wisdom and courage. She remained true to her love for her husband
and her devotion to Tibet, assisting him in governing the country, fostering
cultural exchange and integration between the two peoples, and improving the

life of the Tibetan people. After her husband’s untimely death, instead of

returning to her homeland in Chang’an, she chose to stay on this land she
loved—the snowy plateau where she had spent her youth and enjoyed marital
bliss. For forty years, she remained in Ttfan, lived among its hardworking and
simple people, and left behind an enduring legacy for China.
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The running time of the performance is approximately 2 hours 30 minutes
including an intermission of 15 minutes.

& ‘)H%E'JI%’ Guangzhou Cantonese Opera Theatre Company
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The Guangzhou Cantonese Opera Theatre Company was established as the Guangzhou Cantonese Opera Workshop
in 1953 through the merger of the Guangzhou Cantonese Opera Troupe and the Guangzhou Hongdou Cantonese Opera
Troupe. The troupe has put on stage many high standard productions, such as Dorgon and Consort Zhuang, The Shadow
of Flowers under the Moon, and Embroidery as Matchmaker. Its notable productions include Guan Hanging, The Crafty
Princess and Her Reckless Husband, and Revolution Comes to the Mountain Villages. The new Cantonese Opera
productions in its repertory include Princess Wencheng and The Legend of Nanyue.

Upholding the principles of ‘Preservation, Reform, Innovation, and Development’ , the troupe focus on grooming talents
and staging outstanding productions as its core mission. With these principles, it steadfastly moves along the path of
sustainable development for the Chinese opera art form, exploring scientific and modern management, and strives to
promote this rich art of South China. The troupe is home to a strong cast of highly talented artists, notably Ou Kaiming,
two-time winner of the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre and the Shanghai Magnolia Award for Theatre, and
Plum Blossom Award winners Li Junsheng, Chen Yunhong, Su Chunmei, Wu Feifan, and Li Jiayi, all of whom are
National Class One Performers. Because of this, the troupe has garnered numerous national and regional accolades,
including the Wenhua Award Special Prize at the China Arts Festival, the ‘Five-One Project’ Award of Guangdong
Province, and the Ministry of Culture’s Wenhua Award for Outstanding Repertory.
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Information provided by Guangzhou Cantonese Opera Theatre Company
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Strength, and Unwavering Devotion
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Princess Wencheng was more than just a historical figure; she was a visionary who paved the way for the ancient
Tang-Tibet route and served as an early pioneer of what is now known as the Belt and Road Initiative. Her legacy marks
a new era in Han-Tibetan relations and her extraordinary contributions to Chinese nation unity. As we bring her story to
life on the stage in Hong Kong, we celebrate her enduring historical influence.

Many Chinese opera productions have depicted Princess Wencheng, each exploring different aspects of her life — from
the emotional turmoil and sorrow she experienced in her marriage to a foreign land, to the story of the Ttufan envoy’s
marriage proposal at the Tang court. In this production, we offer a fresh perspective on our heroine, delving into the core
of her character — her steadfast spirit. We explore her unwavering commitment to her values, her relentless pursuit of
ideals, and her chosen path in life. This steadfastness is rooted in her deep love—for her homeland, for Tibet, and for her
husband.

Princess Wencheng devoted forty years of her life to Tufan, dedicating herself to spreading Han culture in this distant
land. Her profound love for Tuifan was so all-encompassing that she intertwined her life with it, leaving behind a legacy
that speaks to the depth of her love, the resilience of her spirit, and the elevation of her soul.
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JEfIE T Extension activities o
BIEST 28 Creative Sharing Session IR R Post-performance Talk
20.10.2024 (Z#H Sun) 7:30pm 22.10.2024 (21— Tue) #Hi#% After the performance
T LT BONI AR @ i P ON & 5L 24 g
ACl1, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre Auditorium, Sha Tin Town Hall
W R WO - BRBE - BEAL - BIRIS W FEE BRI - R - PRERAL
Speakers: Li Jiayi, Ou Kaiming, Li Junsheng, Chen Yunhong, Lau Wai-ming  Speakers: Li Jiayi, Ou Kaiming, Li Junsheng, Chen Yunhong
i HEE PSS - MISHBUR RS B0 AT -
Moderator: Lam Wai—ting Free admission. Audience members can participate without

registration after the performance.
GBS LA - JeFIe o A LSRR o SR -
Free admission. Limited seats available on a first come, first served basis.
Online registration is required, please refer to the website for details.
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Tickets NOW available at all URBTIX outlets, self-service
ticketing kiosks, on internet, by mobile app and telephone.

#ii H & Programme Enquiries:
2268 7325 ((XWAF) Princess Wencheng)
2268 7323 ((H M) Awakening Lion)

Y EC T IR &
Ticketing Enquiries and Customer Service: 3166 1100

iS5 Telephone Booking: 3166 1288
WS Internet Booking: www.urbtix.hk
B i 5 E A2 5K Mobile App: URBTIX
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® {5 Concessionary tickets
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Half-price tickets are available for full-time students, senior
citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities and the
minder and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA)
recipients. Tickets for CSSA recipients are available on a first
come, first served basis. Concessionary ticket holders must
produce evidence of their identity or age upon admission.
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“Guangzhou Culture Week” Package Discount*
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20% off for each purchase of standard tickets of both
programmes.
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“Guangzhou Culture Week” Group Booking Discount*
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For each purchase of standard tickets for the programmes of
Guangzhou Culture Week, the following concession applies:
10% off for 4-9 tickets; 15% off for 10-19 tickets; 20% off for 20
or more tickets.

* [ SCAL A ) 6 B 6 4 KB A I o ) (SO ) e KR
RIS CRE - 1) - “Guangzhou Culture Week” includes A New
Cantonese Opera Princess Wencheng and Dance Drama Awakening
Lion.
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Package discount for performance and workshop of
Awakening Lion
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20% off on standard ticket of performance for each purchase of
standard tickets of performance and dance workshop of
Awakening Lion.

® R EAR Early Bird Discount
(RERARSH2TH L 10MFIEEIH 26 H i L 1115943 i
Only applicable from 27 August 10:00am to 26 September 11:59pm)
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An extra 5% discount for purchase of tickets through any of the
above discount scheme during the early bird period.
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Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount offers.
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually.
Latecomers and those who leave their seats during the performance will
only be admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively during
the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right
to refuse admission of latecomers, or determine the time and manner of
admission of latecomers.
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The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute
artists / speckers / instructors. The content of the programmes does not
represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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www.gbacxlo.gov.hk °

The programmes are the events of The 4th Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area Culture and Arts Festival. Hong Kong is
hosting the festival for the first time, organising and coordinating over
100 performances and exchange activities to be held across the "9+2"
cities of the Greater Bay Area. The festival aims to showcase the vibrant
and diverse cultural richness of the region and foster cultural exchange
and cooperation among the cities. For detailed information about the
festival, please visit www.gbacxlo.gov.hk.
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1 Yuen Wo Road, Sha Tin, N.T. Hong Kong.
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