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About the Programme
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The story is set in 1840 when the warships of the Western powers blockaded the
Pearl River estuary, and the First Opium War broke out. An irregular force made up
of Chinese militia and citizens fight against the British in the Sanyuanli village on
the outskirts of Canton (now Guangzhou). The story reflects the spiritual awakening,
courage to fight and the national spirit of the people in Guangdong during the

time. Such a social climate is likened to “a lion awakening”, and this theme runs
throughout the programme as the storyline traces the coming of age of ordinary folks
driven by patriotism. It is also a rich tapestry displaying with insight humanism,
family relationships, friendship, love, and the dilemma between the family and the
state in the southern part of Guangdong.

In terms of artistic style, Awakening Lion shows strong characteristics of South
China and indigenous features of Old Canton. By integrating innovative elements
and multimedia technology, the staging exudes both modern appeal and visual
impact. In terms of choreography, the blending of Chinese dance and traditional lion
dance is a bold, innovative concept. With "awakening" as its spirit and "lion" as its
form, the programme incorporates various southern Guangdong intangible cultural
heritage elements such as lion dance, Nanquan (Southern Style Boxing), Wooden
Fish Songs, Yingge Dance, and Big Head Buddha, among others, drawing on their
forms and shaping their essence to fully realize the "creative transformation and
innovative inheritance" of outstanding traditional culture. It won the 11th 'China
Dance Lotus Award', recognising the highest achievement for professional dance in
the Mainland.
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The running time of each performance is approximately 2 hours including an intermission of 15 minutes.
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Xing’s father, devastated by his failure
in the Lion Dance Championship,

had passed away in despair. Since then,

Xing’s mother raises him alone.

Long and Feng'er, orphanedfatia yoting

are taken in and caredfor by Uncle
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Actl Plucking the Greens
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' ._“ ' a' the village of Sanyuanli is bustling with

#. cxcitement. Feng'er and Xing meet
« for the first time and fall in love,

while Long showcases his lion dance

skills in front of a huge audience.

In a local restaurant,

tensions rise as Xing and Long clash...




Meanwhile, at the Pearl River harbour,

opium stocks pile high, and the sound of

cannon fire echoes across the waters...
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Actlll Getting Ready to Meet a Challenge
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Xing and Long, locked in rivalry,
face off in a fierce

lion dance competition at the mill.
Xing’s mother’s pleas for him to

withdraw from the championship
fall on deaf ears.

Feng'er also tries desperately to
help Long quit his opium addiction,
but her efforts are in vain.

Amid their personal struggles,
all four are burdened by

the harsh realities they face.
Long ultimately wins

the Lion Dance Championship...
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On the day of the championship,
war suddepl'y breaks out. Sanyuanli is
ravaged by fire and cannon blasts.

Amidst the chaos, Feng'er rises as a leader,
calling on the contestants and villagers to
unite against the foreign invaders.
Tragically, she is killed in the destruction.
Faced with the national crisis,

Xing and Long set aside their differences.
Together, they lead the resistance,

risking their lives to defend

their homeland against foreign capture.
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Epilogue Awakening Lion
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A century has passed,

and the lion has awakened.
As China journeys toward

rejuvenation, its dream
is realised.
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Guangzhou Song and Dance Theatre
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Founded in 1965, the Guangzhou Song and Dance Theatre (formerly known as
Guangzhou Song and Dance Troupe) is praised as a “bouquet of flowers of the
Guangzhou City” by the Guangming Daily, a national daily newspaper. The Theatre
has, by upholding the development philosophy of "repertoire as basics, talent as
drive, and market as booster", attracted a lot of artistic talent and created a large

number of excellent works, thus receiving attention and praise from all walks of life.

Its masterpieces include : Dance Drama Awakening Lion, Loong, Yingge and
Xinghai - Yellow River; Dance Epic Guangzhou in the Old Days, etc. It has won
numerous top awards, including the National ‘Five One Project” Award, Wenhua

Award, China Theatre Awards for Outstanding Play, first prize at the National

Showcase for Excellent Plays and China Dance Lotus Awards, etc.
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Creative and Production Team

S 4 Shi Qianjin
Sflr4a i/ BB Artistic Director/Director
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Deputy General Manager of Guangzhou Cultural Development Group,

Executive Director of Guangzhou Song and Dance Theatre, a national level

1 actor, Vice President of Guangdong Provincial Dancers Association and
President of Guangzhou Dancers Association. Shi has worked as artistic director
for many large-scale projects. Some of his works have been won national
awards, such as “Five One Project” Award, Wenhua Grand Award, Outstanding
Drama Award of the China Theater Festival, Outstanding Drama of the National
Dance Exhibition, Lu Xun Literature and Art Prize, etc. Shi was the chief
director of the opening ceremony and dinner of the Fortune Global Forum in
Guangzhou, the award ceremony of the World Route Development Forum,

the opening and closing ceremonies of the 3 1st China Theatre Plum Blossom
Award, and the Guangzhou International Light Festival, etc.

2% (Qian Xin
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As an emerging young choreographer, Qian graduated from the Beijing Dance
Academy majoring in choreography. He was a national level 2 choreographer
for the Song and Dance Ensemble of the Political Department of the Navy. His
choreographic works have won many prizes, including the China Dance Lotus
Award for Dance Drama, the Golden Prize for CCTV Dance Contest, the First
Prize of Creation for PLA Art Performance, etc.



T Wang Sisi
#BHR7E Chief Choreographer
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As an emerging young choreogrpher, Wang graduated from the Beijing Dance
Academy majoring in choreography. She was a national level 2 choreographer
for the Art Troupe of the Political Department of the Chinese People's Armed
Police. Her choreographic works have been awarded the China Dance Lotus
Award for Dance Drama, the Excellence Award for the Wenhua Dance Creation
at the 8th National Dance Competition, etc.
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#i B Playwright
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A national level 1 playwright. Currently Vice President of the Guangzhou
Institute of Literary and Art Creation, director of the China Literature and Art
Critics Association, and a member of the Stage Review Committee.

E it Wang Zhe
fi #i Composer
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As a young composer, Wang graduated from the Chinese Conservatory of Music
as a student of Mr Jin Xiang, a famous composer. As a member of the production
team, he took part in the performances for the G20 Summit and composed
music for large - scale events such as the performances commemorating the 70
anniversary of the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, the 100"
anniversary of the founding of the Communist Party of China. Wang's works
include dance, dance drama, song and soundtrack of television drama.
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ZIF# Liu Kedong

FESE 5k Hl Set Designer
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Level 1 stage designer of National Theatre of China, Vice President of the
China Institute of Stage Design, and visiting professor of the Central Academy
of Drama. Liu has won many prizes, including the Wenhua Award for Stage
Design, the Lotus Award, and the Gold Lion Award for Dramas.

¥ Xing Xin

.. BIFET Lighting Designer
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National level 1 lighting designer. Xing has won prizes for stage and lighting
design from the 9™ to 14™ Wenhua Awards, and the China Drama Award from
2004 to 2010 (Gold Lion Award for Dramas).

W% Tao Lei

e3¢5t Costume Designer
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Majored in fashion design, Tao graduated from the Munich International
School of Design. Tao has worked as the chief costume designer for CCTV
Spring Festival Galas for 5 times. Tao's works have won many prizes, including
the Best Stage (Costume) Design of Gold Lion Award for Dramas and
the Wenhua Grand Award.
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KB Hu Tianji

5 EHE 5% 5T Multimedia Designer
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A multimedia designer of the National Theater of China, Hu graduated from the
Central Academy of Fine Arts (Mural Painting Department), and further studied
at L'Institut Supérieur des Arts Appliques in France. Upon return, Hu founded
the Premier Mois Lunaire Studio (PML Studio) and engaged in digital visual
art and stage multimedia image interaction. Hu has worked on multimedia
production for over 100 original dramas and won many awards, including the
Wenhua Grand Award, the Lotus Award, and the "Five One Project" Award.

£%& Wang Yan

B 5 Make-up Designer
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As an expert in style design, Wang provided professional services for many
major dance dramas and competitions at homeand abroad, including Seoul
International Dance Competition, Plum Cup Dance Competition, the Lotus
Award for Dance Drama, CCTV Dancing Contest, and Beijing International Film
Festival. Wang's works also frequently appear on CCTV and local TVs.

”ﬁ‘”‘T il Zhang Jiangjiang
i 5% 551 Make-up Designer
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Style designer and senior stage technician of the Guangzhou Song and
Dance Theatre. Zhang has designed for many stage performances, films and
television programmes and has won the silver prize at the Guangdong
International Stage Art Show.
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B R Zhao Weibin
FEfif58 % Lion Dance Director
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Zhao is a provincial inheritor of Guangdong Lion Dance, a senior engineer
majoring in lion dance and the 5" generation successor of "Zhao's Lion Dance".
Zhao has been studying lion dance for more than 40 years, and has taught

more than 10,000 apprentices at home and abroad. Zhao has performed and
competed in 38 countries and regions around the world, and won more than 100
championships or gold medals. Zhao is the president of Guangzhou Dragon and
Lion Dance Association, the president and head coach of Guangzhou Laborers
Lion Dance Association and an international dragon and lion dance judge.

Zhao is also a visiting professor at the School of Music of South China Normal
University, the College of Art and Design of Guangdong Teachers College of
Foreign Languages and Arts, the School of Physical Education of Guangdong
Baiyun University, and the Confucius Institute at University of Padova in Italy.

B/t Ma Xiaobin
Rl /WM& Martial Arts Director/ Lion Dance Director
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Since 4 years old, Ma has been practicing martial arts. Ma was enrolled in

the Guangzhou Martial Arts School at 8 and was selected to the Guangdong
Provincial Martial Arts Team at 13. Ma graduated from the Guangzhou Sport
University, and is a 7"-dan Grand Master of Chinese martial arts, national level
1 martial arts referee, champion of Daoshu at the World Wushu Championship,
champion of Chinese boxing and weapon routine at the International Wushu
Competition, and champion of Chinese boxing at the National Martial Arts
Competition.
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Main Cast
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Li Ao as Long
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Principal dancer of the Guangzhou Song and Dance Theatre, a young
dancer and choreographer. Li graduated from the People's Liberation
Army Academy of Art. He acted as the Brother Ao in the Dance Drama
Loong. His representative works including Modern Dance /. He
participated in dance performance Rainbow Bridge at the 9™ Lotus Award
and the 11" National Dance Competition. He acted as a lead dancer in
major gala performances, and his works have won the 10" China Dance
Lotus Award for Dance Drama and the 11" Guangdong Province's “Five
One Project” Award.
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Pang Guanyu as Xing
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Principal dancer of the Guangzhou Song and Dance Theatre, a young
dancer and choreographer. Pang graduated from the People's Liberation
Army Academy of Art. He acted as Su Mo in the Dance Drama Loong.
He is the choreographer and leading role of mini Dance Drama Yingge.
He acted as the leading role Jiang in Geng Zibo's dance work Yin Shi
Shuo, an immersive theatre in Shanghai. The works he participated

in have won the gold medal of contemporary dance in Lotus Award.
Works directed by himself have been listed in Lotus Award and Seoul
International Dance Competition. He also participated as a dancer in

the third season of Apologue 2047 directed by Zhang Yimou; Genesis
and World by Yabin and Her Friends. He has performed in Singapore,
Argentina, Chile and Uruguay for many times.
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Liang Qiqi as Feng’er
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Principal dancer of the Guangzhou Song and Dance Theatre, Liang
graduated from Beijing Dance Academy. Liang performed in the leading
role in Chanan Ladies, which won the first prize in the 17" Beijing
Dance Competition and selected to the 13™ National Dance Exhibition.
Liang won the first prize in the National Skills Competition. She acted
as the main cast in The Great Wall, Xianghe Song and Waiting for the
Wind.

BIRA fi WA
Liu Xingyue as Xing’s Mother
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Lead dancer of Guangzhou Song and Dance Theatre. Liu has served as
a lead dancer in major gala performances. The works she participated
in have won the 10" China Dance Lotus Award for Dance Drama and
Guangdong Province's “Five One Project” Award. She has performed in
Britain, Spain, the United States, New Zealand, Canada, Japan etc.
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Creative and Production Team
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Artistic Director / Director : Shi Qianjin
Chief Co-ordinator : Zhang Yi

Supervisors :
Gao Wanjun, Chen Shen, Huang Zhijun

Producer : Lin Kaibin

Operations Director : Liu Feitong

Cheif Choreographers : Qian Xin, Wang Sisi
Playwright : Luo Li

Composer : Wang Zhe

Set Designer : Liu Kedong

Lighting Designers :
Xing Xin, Feng Zhangzhan, Lin Yinquan

Costume Designer : Tao Lei

Multimedia Designer : Hu Tianji

Make-up Designers : Wang Yan, Zhang Jiangjiang
Assistant Directors : Yang Hongbin, Yan Yiyan
Choreographers : Wu Miao, Xue Rong

Props Designer : Chen Xu

Lion Dance Director : Zhao Weibin

Martial Arts Director / Lion Dance Director :
Ma Xiaobin
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LiAo as Long

Pang Guanyu as Xing

Liang Qiqi as Feng'er

Liu Xingyue as Xing’s Mother

Guo Yaofang as Modern Lion Dancer
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Dear Patrons,

To avoid disturbance, please set your mobile phone on silent mode and switch
off other beeping or light emitting devices before the performance. To ensure an
undistracted performance by artists and an enjoyable experience for the audience,
photo-taking, audio or video recording is strictly prohibited when the performance
is in progress while photo-taking without affecting others is allowed at curtain calls.
Eating or drinking is not permitted in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Thank you for attending the performance. Please fill in the e-questionnaire to give us your
views on this performance or on the LCSD cultural programmes in general. You are also
welcome to write to us by email at cp2@]lcsd.gov.hk, or by fax at 2371 3519.
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www.lcsd.gov.hk/tc/artist

Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation /
sponsorship by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department: www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave their
seats during the performance will only be admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively during

the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse admission of latecomers, or
determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers.
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The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists.
The content of the programme, as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do
not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.

51 % Bl By 2iE 24t o House programme information provided by the arts group.
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ﬁ;» War of Resistance Activities of the East River Column
Y in Shenzhen and Hong Kong
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4-9-2024 — 2-7-2025
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Eiﬁmﬁﬁﬁmgmm 175 Tung Hei Road, Shau Kei Wan, Hong Kong
HONG KONG MUSEUM OF THE WAR OF

RESISTANCE AND COASTAL DEFENCE . 25691500 & hk.waranddefence.museum
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gE Arts from the heart of Asia and beyond
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Featuring distinguished artists from nearly 30 countries in a feast of programmes
including stage performances, exhibitions, an outdoor carnival and films
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Presented by
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. X ERBRKER EEd BERYIEHS
Leisure and Cultural
-

Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau ) .
rganised by ’
Services Department

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
of the People’s Republic of China
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Tickets available at URBTIX now
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Grand Theatre, -ti
Hong Kong Cultural Centre )
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* SR AR AR 2R & Enquiries Ef B Programme 2370 1044
Some seats with restricted view =74 Ticketing 3166 1100

www.asiaplus.gov.hk

0O®

(@ AsiaPlusFestival T3 £ 58 )

Photo by Takeshi Yao




MERE W — B ?
If the Truth Can Set One Free?
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A Call for Rescue, A Race Against Time,
A Mystery Game to Catch the Kidnapper in an Arena Setting
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Malaysian Awnrd-Mnnlnd a ¥ Promlere in Hong Kong

EREEES2023

ADA Drama Awards 2023 in Malaysia
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-.. by Best Music and Sound Design ¢ t' -.. by Best Director 1 4 - ‘ Best Drama ; ‘-..'n Best Supporting Actress ¢ .. iy Best Newcomer 4 -
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B | [BEEIHE 4 Artistic Director / Dramaturg: 7K 18+ Dr. Deric Gan
| ## Xuxu | XK Desmond Ngooi

28 Producer / Director / Adaptation: SA7K 18 Easee Gan L7801
i staring: PAZ#B Tan Li Yang | 38749 Ruby Yap
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Studio Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre Tickets Now available at URBTIX
## Enquiry : 2268 7325 (&1 B Programme)

$350, $280 5 3166 1100 (ZE# Ticketing)

i f# 3% Booking : 3166 1288 | www.urbtix.hk
- I -
29; 3_0.11.2024 | ?_0.11 112 .2024 g e
Ti-7~ Fri-Sat 8:00pm | 75-H Sat-Sun 3:00[)"1 In Putonghua with Chi and English surtitles.
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The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists. The programme does not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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$260 - 660
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ASIAN PREMIERE
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THE SUPERSTAR
RETURNS
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‘BARAS IS ONE OF THE WORLD’S
GREAT DIVAS, A SUPERSTAR WHO
TRANSCENDS GENRES’

BACHTRACK 8 £ & 83 3%
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&7 ENQUIRIES :
2268 7323 (#B PROGRAMME)
3166 1100 (¥ TICKETING) FEJz:
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TICKETS NOW
AVAILABLE AT URBTIX

= BOOKING :
3166 1288
WWW.URBTIX.HK

www.lcsd.gov.hk/cp
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